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SCORECHECK
European Cup et n |

| Athletics Bl v Lharrposl |
Drundes Unised v Standard Liege _
| Eurogean Cup-Wisners' Cup

W5 Porle v Rasger
Albverdera w Brveren
* Manchester Unised v 5P Vaama
| UEFACup
| Celeic v SP Porin_
Mortm Forewl v PSY Eimilaen
l'\-m-ll v Toniham

LS Safla v Warkssd
Canon League Division Three
Headiord v Gillingham
[ Exeter v Bunbey

Linccds v Bolion
Camon Leagus Division Four
Chester v Halilax
Fetertmainh v Hesdieg
Torguay v Chesterfiad

——

JUST THE
TICKET

ASTON VILLA v
MANCHESTER

CITY i
Milk Cup = 3rd Round ‘

VILLA PARK
Wed. Sih Movember 1983

Geanon ticket holders are
reminded that on the
occaskon of the above maich
thiy should submit voucher
‘B from the rear of chelr
seasan Hoket books, Mon-
geason fcket holders may
purchase tichets for all parts
ol the gruur.'b-d. ermﬂ £5.060,

| E4.50, £4.00 and £3.50

The match is mod all tcket
and standing seasen tickel
holders are o we thils
naormal harnstibes on the
wvemimg of the maich where
admission will be £2.00 for
adults and £1.00 bor javeniles
and OAFs,

Kick-off 7.30 p.m. |

———

Tonight's maichball has been sponsored by:

K

Taylorsteel

i M Tryiw B Co, Lfrwted
Cihwmier' Sareel Berrenagrasn BV 2800 E nogeang
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MIITE Givesyouan unfair advantage
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UEFA CUP

ROUND TWO — SECOND LEG

2nd NOVEMBER 1983
KICK-OFF 7.30
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UP FRONT

.« . with The Villan
W e

Onece again Aston Villa prowdly
carry the flag for the Wesi
Midlands inte Evropean competi-
tlom,

Cur Hussian vishors, Moscow
Spartak, whom we welcome o
Villa Park, number among the il-
lustrious visitors from abroad who
have graced our famous pitch.

Teams rom the USSR are not,
of course, unknown here, Dynama
HKiew having been among our op-
penents when we won the Euro-
pean Cup fwo seasons ago.

However forelgn clubs alwsys
bring with them a touch of the
unknown and help to create a feel-
ing of adventure and exciiement

AMmang supportens.
Quifte apart ffom numerous ap-

pearances in European competi-
tion over the last 10 years the
club’s policy of bringing top
forelgn sldes to Villa Park. for
friendlies whenewver possible, has
made our supporters famillar with
some of the world's most famoeus
NAREs,

Sanios of Brazil, Barcelona of
Spaln, Juventus of laly . . . these
are among the greal club sides
who have played here. Also,
dating back 10 1966 fans old
enough to recall will boast of hav-
ing seen the Wesit Germany side
who subsequently lost to England
in  that never-to-be-forgotien
World Cup Final.

Moscow Spariak fit comifortably
into this level of opposition as was
seen by their display against us in
the Russian capital two weeks
ago.

Although we were in the lead
2-1 and almost won the game it
was clear that the contenders for
the Soviet Championship are a
powerful side of true guality.

Char supporters unguestionably
have a treal in store tonight in

terms of a closely-fought com-
petitive match between two sides
capable of playing enteriaining
and adventurous feotball.

Any suggestion that Villa are
the pre-match favourites can be
based only on our having home
advantage. Otherwise the two
sides are evenly matched.

Indeed many experienced
observers In Moscow expressed
the wview that Spartak could be
even more formidable away than
they are at home.

Villa will carry the Aag of the
West Midlands and of the nation
not only with pride but with a
determination to bring more Eusris-
pEan colour 1o ihe stadiam in
future rounds.

It was & unigue occasion Twoe
weeks ago with the space-shot by
Satellite back to the Lelsure Cen-
ire and also the beaming of the
match by the Hussian authorities
to thelr own asironauvls in ouler
SRaOE.

Whatever the resuli tonkght it is
a UEFA Cup-tie which will justify a
place in the club's histery books,

THE
FULL BACK S
HATCHBACK.

The Maestro range kicks off at £4,750,
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SECRETARY
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Tony Staphans

ASSISTANT MANAGER
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MEDICAL OFFICER
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Tonbght we welcome the plavers and officlals of Moscow
Spartak to Villa Park for the second leg of the UEFA Cup-tie
which began well for us with a satisfactory trip to the Soviet
Lnion,

The hospitality, assistance and organisation of the Spartak club
was firgt class and we hope that they are equally happy with
thelr reception in Birmingham this week.

The the is still on a kaife-edge despite our fine performance in
drawing 2-2 in Moscow. We have done only half the job
becaise, make no mistake, Spartak are an excelleni side who
can score goals away from heme, as they proved against
Arsenal last season.,

The result in Moscow was a good one for us, although a little
disappuinting because we were leading until we lost the second
goal on a penalty thiny seconds from the end.

While we are aware of what Spariak can do, we also know ihat
at our best, we are more that capable of holding our own and
getting the result to take us through to the last sixteen. And if
tonlght's game is as good as the one in Moscow, the public
should be well entertained.

Obwvisusly, we have to shake the memory of last Saturday’s
game out of our system. Arsenal brought us down te earth with
a bump and we have o go back a long way in the record books
i find the last instance of Villa conceding six geals at home,
There was nothing to leave either myself or the players with
anything to be proud of in our performance, but ionight we have
the opportunity to pui things right.

Saturday was a day when so many things were wrong that it
was a job to know where to start any analysis, [f good can
come ouwt of such a nightmare, let's hope that the players have
learned thai no skde is imdncible and that we do not have a
divine right (o win évery home game.

This week, with the Spartak game and then a visit 1o
Manchesier Unlied, will show what sort of character we have in
our team. Having sald that, | am certainly not faking anything
away from Arsenal for whai must have been one of their best
performances for many years.

It is & tremendous achievement for a siriker to score five goals
away from home, and although we were left totally disappointed
and disillusioned, we must pay tribute to Tony Weodcock for
being in the right places fo accept the

chances which we allowed Arsenal 1o make. _
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NEWS & RECORD The Milk Cup draw has given us another
the 60.) mps VIARSIrO 1'-3 HLE The Oificlal Journal of home the against hfum:hmer Lty mext
and the new Maestro 1.6 i Aston Villa EC Ltd. ednesday. Judging from our experience

Automatic. ! against Portsmouth, it will be a difficult

maich against a side from the higher
reaches of the Second Division. But we can’t
ask for more than being at home and we

o
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® [t may seem & long time o now
but its well worth recalling and
savouring the return leg of the UEFA
Cup-tle against the Periuguese club
Vitoria Gulmaraes.

Adter seemingly having left the club's
place in the competithon in jeopardy
with a rather disappeinting 1-0 defeat
away rom home e 5-0second leg vie-
tory was A glarkoies experimnoe.

The Bamingham Post inroduced a
miri aadme on ihe blg-game front in the
Midlands in Derek Lawrenson who has
poingd the newspaper to report golfl and
BOCOET.

With the Posrfs Mo, 1 soccer man
lan Willars off sick Lawrensen took
aver 1o write: “dsfon Viles version of
the guick-step — the Money- Winhe
afs-fa — SABET Tham S8l Bafg Bhe
aeat rovnd Bt vt Vil Park., *

He also put forsard an inberesting
wersbon of the Porteguese theory on
defensive play having earlier spoke of
Withe's “ravvvalipus  hai-teek” .
Tarmandor supeeme Morkey” . . . and
thie oot skills of Wallers”,

He added: ‘Realising the wvast gulf in
gkill betaeen the sides Gulmarses
hacked and kicked thelr way back inte
the match & if 0o prove to any doub-
ting onleoker that the nefghbouring
Spaniards had not taken out a patent
on the malhod.

“Tha FDJ'-I'I:.‘;I‘M VEVEAI FuE raugily
ke thig & pou e aatueadly gofted e
Walters or Money, you are warned first
with & fmg on the ankles. Anyons wia
hag the tamanly fo corhinue anterfan-
g tee crovd Deen bas the full wocks
o o ey Sf Sleds on the caill, "

Sounds more palehal than & #ling
trom a "Porluguese Man OF War™ I it
really was dangerous as that for Villa
sy they achieved thelr memorable
scoreline then all the more credit for
earning their trip io Husda in such em-
phatic siyle,

O aspect of & sports wriler's lile
which the readers can be expected io
undersiand is the difficultles experienc-

ed in telephoning reports back from
far-flung comers of the soccer world,

The Eastern Bloc counérles always
present worrying problems and Bt is o
great tribute 1o the Pross corps than
detailed reporis are on iheir beeaklast
tables the follesing moming.

All sores of telephone problems were
encoanlensd In Moscow bat they digd
nal prevent the exciting news being
relayed.

MAGIC MARK" enthimed the Doy
Mirrar headline on Dave Horridge's
repoft. Dave. of course, helped the
Badic WA commentary from  the
Dymameo Stadivm, foo.

Hugh Jamisscn in the Sun wrode:
Englamd  Uooer-2T1 newcomer  Mark
Waiters ket Vil farnly an cowrdd warh
arag oF e ol Carsing DoNE LeRn A
Europs this Seaso,

ir's Virdege Vils® was ihe banner-
lime on Hay Mans' report in the Dady
Mad, ‘A digplay of cood commvITMETT
crippled Spartak in it secooid Found D
andd paved rhe wary for WS offifrmais
SuccEEs m [ refurr in & fortright.”

Hopa, you're right, Ray

‘Thair 2.7 draw was rermawscenl oF
rthe fnest mighls & wiomag e Earg-
oean Cup” wrote Leon Hickman in the
Brrryngha Post,

O the quesiion of Walters, who
displaged se mech skill and maiarity,
Hickman nadded: ‘Walters, oo,
dispdayed excepiions’ falént: sad the
Spartak réaction ro g Aghis af fan
Fagise covTingd wWas [0 Eragdk fum o ol
Fha fagr oogorTamn)y,

Thie actianl maich in Moscow was ot
the only ewent to be reported. Anatler
huge success surrounding that match
was the Satellive version in Asion.

Johna Pearson |nihe Swnday Aercary
elaimed that commercial manager
Tony Stephens deserved a medal for
bravery for putting the evert on with
all lts Imherent problems, W deserved
fo be 8 puceess, And suecess it was '

All b1 all mod & bad might for Aston
Villa!

Wednesday 19th Detolber

® Moscow Spartak 2 Aston
Villa 2 In magnificent display.
Superb goals by Colin Gilsan
and Mark Waliers, but Late
penalty prevents owbright win.
Mearly three thousand fams see
histomny making live showing hy
Satellfie at Lelswere Cenire.

Thursday 20tk Getober

® Manager Tory Barlon prafses
Villa's young lons after thelr
mature displays against Blues
lasd Saturday amd in Hussia,
Back heme, Gordon Cowans
revealed o be making
enCOuraging recovery fram his
broken leg.

Friday 21st October

& Side which drew in Moscow
retadned for Sunday’s match at
Malineax. Gary Shaw has
sifiches removed falloudag
cartilage operathon and progress
lonks encousnging.

Sunday 23rd October

# Waolves 1 Aseon Villa 1. Peler
Withe scores in second League
game to be screened live on &
Sunday. Gate of 13,202
dismppointing.

For

[ M 14
sy N I
Ll C 13 1.3
E-vpriom F1 O3
Hialdatey furia] =1 A%
Lsngih Uhed &1
Liwerpool -4 &7
Mp=a begwbes 1 &1
KeEaaide U e 4
Kezimrghar F 40 J
Kt s [+ 2R T ]
Pimsbin ME g 23
St apldl U i1 23
B iarsd b4 B
Toamgredden H B8 3i
W& LE- I |
Wil Haem UG LS B
Lesgus sppesercey

Deeenll 4! Wiaker 3, Soitey M
Katon 33 vork 3, Srrars 318
Juireitpeay 3l lebirwy 22 Barwen
2. hatcery 19, Mo 10 G
Blaaiam 07, Copwasl 17
Mlesidyie V7, . Haers M5, 0
Sispheracs 1], Tekot 17, Fooka.
BE, Soriwsn ¥, Jechwon l, ¥Vieoo
Dervectiaie & W Hirrs &, Cirvpbet
1. kg ) breis B, PReul
Burrlald I Corbats F, M Clors T,
Carhm 1, Dmwdegyian 1 Toasl:
BT gk gt ]

Lasgwd e,

Walior TR Doarssll B Cageivpl §
Eirion B, Saophenwen B, Voek 6
PAfds . Proenia 2 Wires 2

o | Bt |, Soriis 1. Tatal: B

+D el 1hs G WA ke i
Bl | Casfrd S i
s Chaiin Fiaih, ol g1
Tuled o prochecs the gosis
Frnders] B 1R paton welh e
(o8]

P W O L F A Mm

Homa 2110 ! 4 M BN
Bwvay 31 03 4 EF M oM B
Terad 42 1313 W & TV B

Hudiderlwdd 53 plal win e Ll
Thal b Eed g ol D g
ik

TR SMART

Dirrmpee Dp H &
Ay 30 02
Horrrargtp 33 12
Baschbar = 1-3
Bobon VY = I
ol Pty i 32
Bury - 32
Cped T b3 03
[ ¥ 11
BiianbraFupic) 0 18
Lwwch: U 2 k2
Lssmmiigr [ 3 1
Lowerpoa 3 1-3
Mg g 1 F4
Fodasn reatted i) 13 o3
Mrwzanle L 33 12
Nz Lo 1 21
Shatteld 1) ¥ 14
D iarihilanes &3 T3
Toamiaaiews H a3
W r B
Wiead g Lhd o 28

Ll gl B il ol

Wi & W1 T, Derell 38
‘i 3 Capaeenll 3
Jedrmicers M oga 11, Swart TR
0. Riepiraaces M kldes Tl
Fieers 2. Kiewan 3, daetioeie 18
eddaicaa 1, THl52d 14, Boswin
i, Morre B G Harma &, Arrm ek
2. G, Mackbeen ), Corlsin 3,
Chaaiar 1, [ensdeds 1. W, Haesig T,
Joeees T Asnewas | Taasl: SET
appa ~ I plepen

Bl ol E

Capawved 2. Wialher 21, Vierk 18,
Crprrall 5, S implurmtry 3, Mari T,
Chankee [, Maing 1, Mors 1, Simari
1. Teasd: M

Trah 1t ity & Bl iy 1
e v naw Villa neoen B goan
sl of thorn 10 gl Doy .
Lol Nl sy 50u) .0 e
W B IPan Pierad Gpera ot b
Biuen, Yita ot nbg o 33 leaed
vt thaey besie] weth past 10
e BT e play

Thed s nd g Vil famh el o0
1¥ap Foe il Elyeiaden

P DL F A Pl
Homs 21 03 T 2 88 B 3
Amgy I 4 $ 1208 12
Toisd A B§ 5F 18 B M M

A gl 3 13
Her L
Backizmn K 3 10

LB e ] 38 20
Hum g 11 &
Husry

Carelif® C
Dasrtsy Co
[T
sy bl
Lissci. Ui
Lissconier L
Lremipeacd
=, el pmger B
Wyt U
Grwrilaid U
Srrtiald WY

B eansigriares
Tigd el H
Wi

Weal o Lad

2 b R R i i s

15

— B e e W

L B - SOy T

= B A b e e B R
O o R O Pl D s B N b R R

Ll el B o0 BN CHE

Wik AZ. Depavell M, Jscipon M,
0. Slepterdon 8, Misa 35, Mo
B vl X Bowen 31, Smadt
0, Blerggedicen: M. Lo 1O
gl 21, Joheraines B, Cook
¥, Hare 13, Kanos B, Taltan §
Cmester 4, Horra 3, Jabnesa 7
Bluleioen & Bpeaei 3 Aeslaid 1,
Coarbarti 1, Cibaoe 1, Jokorno |
Maiolion 1. Torsl: 80 sppa

2T plirreri

Lailfrsd LODIREE:

el 1, Wallkar TE,
Bopleesira 1. Wi 10 Coadl B
Dl ¥, Hasrm i, Kirngidon T
Eiripn 1, Jotewtors 1. Todsd #

Pt 5 il Gabgrcern Fie 'l wobur
nlruggied i kel pprelsdi o] o
trep e haed 3 B oo be® el
10 ponstee i the e welh the
e el

FW 0 L F & ifs
Heva 3 11 4 &
Away 31 0T 817 X & A7
Totdl 4 W T W2

Tt bodeo ol Wi “demslo” (v
Wil [l Doy olisdieigy
[raemgsyra, Seewveaa o snd Wéeul
HEm st Wi B0 $ g oumiE
T @ ) RN~ N O
g W bAG T

L@ s aarancan
‘e 40, hidireg J7 Jhraet 0
Dl Mo, Do 5, Buniain 1T,
i 11, Bt 3. T
M, Gtviaar 34, ey 35, Jechion
17, Moas 17, Mart 14, Wring 1T,
Chewter 10, Waden 11, Coprnsd £,
Tl B, Taw 4, Aol ]
Brvyvptends J, Huti o J, ol
2. 6. Seipbivisn I, Tallssd 2
Cioddard 1, Harm 1. Toisl: 463
Bppa — I Dy

Lamgum plisiry

Cook IE Beidalerd B3, Watker 90
Cizeredl ¥, 'Wasng ¥, Smart 4, Tork
b Copersell 4 Dommigs ] Aurriasid
T, Gl |, opeperast B, Tl
B

O N el Py el e o D
Lomiegen FTus Bl et Il [oliwwndt
1 ded

FPW D LF AP
Hgms 013 31 &4 X 2
Away 20 4 0 I J% A M
Teidd 4277 B @ TR O

That Jefesi ot Neasanta e Vida
pooaw Lhaes teesn o e a0
e wihen Sy Gebaon oooh
et W ikl — @] D i
paryd o i blwruletay dedeani L

TOMMT MIORT

VILLA'S LEAGUE RECORD - COMPILED BY TONY MATTHEWS




VITORIA GUIMARAES ARE NO MATCH FOR ASTON VILLA . . .

Action from Villa's emphatic win
over Gulmarses at Villa Park.

z,

3

Peter Withe opens the scoring
and levels the aggregate scone.

Withe again = this time a
leader o put Villa -0 wp.

Anather heades. Brendan
rmaby mskes it 3-0.

. Coln Gibson gets in on the

act with goal aumbier four,

. Peter Withe completes his hat

irick amd the 50 scoreline.

. Congratulations for Withe

from Colin Gibsan.

. Towy Morley shows concem for

the Guimaraes defender.

. Alan Curbishley receliving the

‘dead-leg’ treatment.

. Peter mever pashed him — he

st Tl

The Villa scareboard
proclalms Withe's hat-trick.

PETER WITHE SCORES A HAT-TRICK




The last time Villa went to
the Soviet Union, for a Euro-
pean Cup gquarter-final
against Dynamo Kiev, Bren-
dan Ormsby was back at
Bodymoor Heath training
with the Heserve sguad.

The European stage seems
ed a long way off at that low
point in his career. Ken
McNaught had returned after
injury and Brendan was in the
shadows despite playing so
well in the previous round in
Berlin.

MNow the soccer wheel of for-
fune has turned the full circle
and the former England Youth
captain, who was 23 a month
ago, is relishing his first ex-
tended opportunity in  the
senior side.

‘I feel a lot easier in myself
now that I'm part of the
sel-up’, he sayvs. “When we
won the European Cup, |
wasn't Involved at all at the
end, but I've never forgoiten

WHEEL TURNS
FULL CIRCLE
FOR BRENDAN

how we won ﬂiﬁﬂ“l Dynamo
Berlin earlier that season.

*‘Most of the lads reckon it
was one of our best European
performances. | kept thinking
of it while we were playing the
game in Moscow. It was a
similar performance and we
would have won again but for
that last-minute penalty.’

it's history now that Bren-
dan was ruled to have tripped
full-back Vadim Sochnov. But
the memory still hurts, Tt puta
sour note on the whole frip,” he
says. 'If it had been a straight- |
forward penalty, 1 wouldn't
have argued. | might have
touched him, but it certainly
wasn't intentional.”

Brendan was qgiven a mark-
ing role in Moscow, picking u
the deep-lving striker, uri
Gavrilov. "He's a very good
player, but we did our defen-
sive job quite well,” he says.
“The main thing now is to work
just as hard in the second leg.”

Executive Used Cars

In a Different League.

1583 ¥ Jnguar 4.2

1981 W Jagusr 4.2 Rotosmatie 2000 miles onby

Aarbomatic 6 000 miles only

19E] W Dadmler 4.2 Aotosnaile
Adr Conditboning BOOD Fniles

1982 ¥ Rower 3.55E Masual 14 000 mikss

1982 X Rover Varden Plas Aatomatic 16,000 mies 22142411

All of the above distinctive cars have surpassed our fastidious check for quality and reliability and, must be
the best examples ..um:—nl_hr ot @ffes Test Drhves by appointment welcomed.

THE DNFFEREMNGE IS. . .

Collier

rS
USED CAR CENTRES

Ln:ur:h'e.' Supreme Warraniy,

1982 ¥ B Vaaden Plas Automatic (81 modell
850 .u.li::_:: Ef ] C LT ﬂﬁm

1981 X Fower 265 Rotoenatic 8O0 mikes onby Eﬂ,s‘ﬂ

1081 X Rower 2.6 Manwal 18,000 miles £5.789
| 962 ¥ Rover 2000 14500 mikks £5750
H981 W Rower 2,65 Astoematic 30000 mibes £4 999
18812 E.n‘q Rowvers Chobc e of four 2 @nd
4 adowzad fra m

1983 ¥ Opel Sensber 2.5E 9000 miles

H.F. or Lease. Part Exchanges.

Warwick Rd. 1-37 Sutton Rd.
ACOCKS GREEN ERDINGTON
021-706 8271 021-382 5000
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SURPRISE FOR LES

Les Limbrick, a lidelong Villa fan
Irom Churchdown, near Gloucester,
has just enjoyed the best surprises
of his lie.

First, his davghter., who lives in
Woeston-super-Mare, called to say that
she had booked him on what he calls
‘my irip of & lilelime’ 1o the Sowiet
Unéon,

Mext, Les was geiting ready for the
haolkday when hie realised that his stay
i Moseow woubd coincide with Villa's
dale againsl Spartak

Like a true Claret and Blwe loyalist,
he popped his Villn scarl into his lug-
gage. "Just in case,” e somled.

The mext surprise for Les was to fnd
thiat he was booked inte the same
hatel as the Villa team. Well, that was
b pood an opporiunkty o miss! And
when the Press contingent heard ol
Lew's #lory, A -ql.1||:"L call o BECTEIARY
Seve Mride put the wheels in motion,

He found a maich ticket for our
unexpecied Thyear-old fan amd ars
ranged & VIF ride to ihe Siadium in the
conch carrging Press and Supposiens.

‘Everyone has been marvellous o
mie,” he said later. “The match was
VY -El!'u'!u‘l and rhe pesult even belter,
And Il be back home in time 6 zee
the second leg!

GATE
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CLAUDE NINE

The whale game in Russia
was so fast, through standing
mear the half-way lne, he gat

his neck In a twistl

PROGRAMMES

Two programmes that caused a
lod ol interest among colbectors
were the official maich
programme brought back fom
Russia by players and
supporters and the “satellite”
editban of the "Villa Neuws &
Record’, praduced for the
iransmission at the Villa
Litsure Cemtre. The four-pa
satelline publicaton was wel
recelved and there ane wiill
some avallable and on sale
tonight, price 20p.

ﬁlﬁTﬂN VILLA




BY OUR MAN
1N MOSC0W
MIKE BEXDOW

I you were (o look out of the front windows of The Kremlin, you would ]
see the Unlen Jack, i
The British Embassy s on one bank of the Kiver Moscow amd direcily opposiis
ia the seal of the Soviet Govermment. ‘Eyeball to eyeballT as our guide
suggested,

The meeting of East and West was just one of the skghts we saw during our
“lay in @ [ascinaring and Hﬂ"ﬂlfhmﬂ cily,

Abave all, thasgh, is our memary of our reaiment by the Soviel peeple,
Spantak were excellent hosts. Ouwr hotel was bright and modern, Training
facibiies were Qirst class. And the Moscovite foatball suppomters were polite ansd
knowledgeable,

W trust ihat we left & similarly favourable impressbon. Mot leasd in satistying
the couniless requests lor badges and souvenins.

Few countries show as much enthusiasm for feothall as the Soviet Unbon, yeit '.

we were surprised 10 learn thal anesdances lor League maiches are |

comparatively bow. f i
: Malcalm Beard, our Chiel Scowl, repornted that aaly 10,000 geople sere in the e i

Lenkn Siadium when he ssw Spanak plavieg against Dealgiris Vilnbus. The
lellowing day, the Dymamoe Stadium ativacted only 5000 speclators for
ynamo againsl the Leagus champlons, Dymamo Minsk.

Bl when i came 1o intermational competition, there was o 50,000 sell-out for
our match which was switched from Spariak's home ground to the smaller bul
well appainted (and superbly iBuminated) Dynamo Stadium.

Malcalmn Peard, incidentally, was on the firsi Slght made by British Alpaays o
Moscow after the industrial dispuie. And his homeward journey was anusual,
to tay the least. He was one of only two passengers!

It was because of possible complications that we switched the feam’s fight 1o
Japain Aitlines. For many of the players, it was a remninder of lass
year's long trip to Tokyo for the Waorld Champlenship. Unce again,
we recetved first class ireatment on a JAL Boeing 74T,

The return Bight was slightly more I‘H-l'll-imﬂ_lld because JAL's Jumbia
terminatid sl Paris. We stoppsd over for two hoars at Charles de
Gaulle Alrport before British Alreays whizzed us into London en a
X5 minute jourmey on a TriStar pet.

In all, it took 13 hours from the hotel in Moscow 1o our cars parked
ol Villa Park. Hed Square seemed a long way behind us in the early
hours of Friday morming. Bui, tired as we were, there was & vole
thanks to the team for making cur trip so memorabde.

P.5. The British Embassy in Moscow #choes those sentiments,
Mo lewer than §0 members of the Embassy staff shared our
excltgment by watching the 2-2 draw in the Dynamo Stadium.

® (hur main back-deop piciure shows Moscow's
famous Hed Sguare. The other pictures [in
descrnding order ) show how the Villa team looks
s Husslan . . . Peier Wilhe delighting Husslan
fans with his customery alter malch presentacion
of hiz sweat bands . . . Mansger Tony Barton
beimg Intervieaed after the match by & member
ol the Russian Press,
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“We always Knew we wiTe a mu

tirmes when they were geiting up a sh

pitch at Villa Park.
Technically, they are &

we have been gquite sound defens

answered them in Moscow.
The will o win was strong an
was oulstanding in terms

wint on from there the second-

can't be ignored for much lxnger as
cermed,

pennants with the Husslan

need to be at our best 0 finish lhﬁml:; e s
d. have
e confident because ol our home reco
hat the 2- .
mﬁ;?dfﬁn:‘i ;ulfhpi:lrﬁifmﬂHH in Europe. "We were delighted

, particularly
:".f,':h'-hifa.iu:.' -::'drnuch left & few guestions and 1 feel we

“We need to be at our best to
finish the job” says Allan

disap-

1 record that he would be bitterly

Mﬁﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂ win hgrth-rﬂn-mclu-;g:lln in the last homé
MATAES,

?ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬁfﬁ doamn from the frst “".JT'EE

Villa are betier off in 4;Mn&“ﬂﬂhﬂurthaw“mln

mises of a ©

th-:_ "I h:i:nr::':lll F:uﬂt there may Tﬂvhr“gllﬁ I:lt ]

that the tle is almost over, ! e La:

that, The shghiest 57 e cmﬂpln-g;n;:“ﬂ-l:ml than Guimaraes,

f game tonight.
but this is a completely dillerent lype 00 :
“The plich in Moscow probakbly dbgln;tr“;:m ) tine and

the ball bobbled up. They will be hitting ihose shots on a better

ublic the impression
& know better than

them. There were

very good side, and we know that we

With a ¢ & of exceptions,

2 draw in Moscow ranked

after our experience in Por-

d the co-operation behween tha

ol helping each other out.

i 1 wp things delensively, we
Everyone did his job well, and hnui::slr . 55
“The first goal was pypical of the way Colin Gibson has qr

forwa A0, in, he pop
gﬁ and 1;|d-:hl-r:1:-p g:ﬁ'hr a full-back. 1, for one, beelieve he

ped up when we needed a

far as internationals are con-

L0 . Perhaps
| from Mark Walters was quite brilliant i
11';T1I:J'ﬁ:benll“11ﬂg th:: we eould talk all day abaut that omnel

he customary exchange of
& Pictured below 18 Allan Evans r:lkwl.r:n. the ¢ -

i —

IN
SUPPORT
OF VILLA

William Johnson, MBE. has
been & Villa lan for 60 years,
but we don'i suppose he ever
imagined that his suppon
for the club would lesd to
this photograph in the
Kremlin Gardens!
Bill, as he prefers 10 be called,
was among the 2T supporien
on ihe official irkp fo Moscow,
one of the few major citles he
had mot previously visited in
his travels arcund the world,
The attraction of Moscow and
thie friendahip | lound an other
trips wilh Villa made ap my
ming,” he sabd, " wasst be
down. We had a wonderful
recepilon and I'm pleased MNve
it Bis Maoaa ow,"
Bill, who ran a long-
eaiablizshed family firm of lron
and Steel Merchants, s old
" h — ‘say F'm coming to
my b birtheday! e
suggested = o remember
Elg,m like Frank Barson and
Iy Walker,
*l enjoped the early days best,”
hee says. “The players were in
1haie Mt\-h'ﬁﬂh shioris and
avar season lchel was ls the
obd woaden stamd wnill thiy
ball the new stand Ia Toindn
Rosd.
“The moderm team is very
good, ioo, and they seem o
excel themaelves in these
Ewropean games. Nve watched
them in Turkey amd Spain, and
now Russia. and | don't think
v e iheen bowi.”
Bill, whi lived for 14 yedrs in
Majorca before returning to his
present home i Streeily, was
a kewn spartsaman himsell, He
competed in o fewer than 16
Monte Carlo Hallies and,
bglore the last war, he was a
| mator epcle trials vider.

match on the satellite Eink.
Villa's Heseree
against Spartak d

lit Speciaculars at Molineux in

He was af jefi-back in an all-star

FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE!

Matalie is a young Muscovite and Andy
LCongrave is a Villa fan who pols up on
all our European trips. Football
brought them together. proving that
people are always above politics,

CLOCK TURNS BACK FOR BILL

1hmu=uuu-uc.Theuumﬁ.m and

The clock turned back nesy 30 :
- ;iirﬂmhui:lﬂ:h! they don't shake hands after a
yeats fof £

e, Wl o Bl
Spartak in 1953. at

uz:::hlh:‘ days  mosl 1|:h1htel:m:¢“dbr-gthtw“r Er“n ;:
Flood- (LCopsnhag :

s Pmﬂﬂi b the Helsinkl, where we stopped Imr;.

mbglt traind the miext day in
national stadium, huwnylm. e
o Mosc
team, | Incl e, by :I:::T:E:IEE‘IDIEHII.WG rrkst

Witiarms, Billy Wright 3 e Rave spent @ good day and & hal
alw ele L

5 in Mowember 1954.
hnﬂl;::m.lmm'chtuou .
*Spartak had seven internationa 8.
including Netto, the Russian cap O e g 2-0 -
l:;n * e ways. “The thing that struck  In Flay CRCOW
m ‘then is that Russian sides are e Soniitt — ety i

ined. And judging from ;
m?#cmﬂm a fortnight age, Jimmy MacEwan

there.
s woll F;l"ll:::w Irtdd:;'!l::fy.:u:lﬁ nat
; territory for Villa.
I::: matches in the Lenin Sindium

mo but winning 1-0 against &



OCOLATE

COLIN'S ON TARGET

Colin Gibson seis himsell a target of five goals
for each season. And with only a gquarter of the
current campalgn gone, he has scored four,

1 haven't reached my target in the last two
seasons, but 've got to be hopeful of making it this
time,” he says. “And H 1 could gel one or two more
= well, that would be a great bomus.”

The Mying full-back seems o be making a habit
of notching Important geals in Cup-ties this term,
In fact, he scored in three consecutive Cup rounds
— the home win against Vitoria Guimaraes, then
ai Portsmouth In the Milk Cup and finally m
Moscow against Spariak.

“For importance, the one in Russia rates as the
best,” he says, “Ii's always nice to score a vital goal,
bast | don’t honestly think it was one of my better
finishes,

It was a good work-up along the lefi. and when |
went to hit my shot, | did it rght by keeping my
head down. But | was a bit lucky in that the
gualkeeper was moving lowards his lar post and
my shoi sliced nside the near wpright.”

The goal that Colin liked best from a professional
peint of view was ithe one againsi Viboria
Gulmaraes., The maln reason is that the whaole
mone was quite clinieal.” he explains., ‘Everyone in-
voheed did evenyihing just dght, and when | fownd
mysell clear, | put the shot where | wanted and in it
wenil.

Colin, of course, was disappointed o miss bast
Saturdey's game against Arsenal because of
suspension, alihough he was relieved that It wasn'
for two matches.

The FA ban put a litthe cloud owver what has been
#n excellent season for Colin so far. *The trouble
with golng out of the gde is that you always worny
that you might not get back,” he says. “T'd like o
think that | would come back against Spartak:, and
I've had my fingers crossed since the weekend.”

As Hhﬂm“"‘,.d“.m,
wuﬂﬂ.‘m‘

anather.
The big rud
meal which sult r pulis. posed
mﬂlﬂhhﬂim:}ulh. Withe Mmmmzuthh

Wmmﬂl:h‘- dire
way through 8

ing.
o When Villa

& CH
SUGAR PUFFS to make the
o e
e F“ul'l'lluh

girikar found that th

g hilm hu}.:: a bar or tao of chocolaie
M with Cadbury's

G when ‘Mr -

ulntgn1wﬂlﬁf e was onky hall

few bars
get off for Moscow. with all the food pro-
Withe made sure that

Blems l""'d! with his favouarite

the skips wete

Lhnﬂ“mmwn“

Ikll'm-l:khhhmhn“-“

Colin Gibson ‘surfaces” with Steve McMahon
in the Dynama Stadium, Moscow,

Mention of bein
talking paigy with fa

night. And ther ™ football peaple In the |
= st [op-
kect. li was THE gnnj:m T for guessing the sub-
Manager, and :
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The Villa bench in the Dymnamo Stadium = feeling the cold weather



#MOSCOW SPARTAK may have
won the Soviet Lesgue tlile only
once In the last 14 years. but they
remaln one of the most famous of
clubs,

Their history includes 10 Champion-
ships (ome lewer than record-halders
Moscow Dymama) and nine Cup Final
wictories = Haell a record.

Yl they have pel 0 make (heir
mark in Evropean competition, eien
though this ks their Iith appearance,
this season. To date their top perfor-
mance remains reaching the Cham-
plong’ Cup gquarter-fnals in 1981,
when they lost 0.0, -2 10 Heal Madrid.

Spariak suffered then as svery East
European chub saffers = Fom the
havos wrought by the hard eastern
European winler,

Because the Soviel season usually
beging in March, runs throwgh the
sumamer and ends In November, the
clubs are usually il-peepared for the
Eurapean quarienfinaks, which come
around svery March, af the start of
thelr season,

Spariak's last apprarance in
Europs, kast season, brought them a
siunning result against English opposi.
tion. In the first round of the LEFA
Cusp thiy beat Arsenal only 3-2 in ihe
Olymplc Stadivm in Moscow . . . then
stormed to o 3-2 success at Highbury.

Aber beating Haarlem of Helland in
the second roand, however, they fell
20 on aggregate to Spain's Valencia
im the third round = played after the
Soviel season had fAndshed, and when
the Spanak players were leg-weany,

Spartak gaimed fame In England
from beimg one of Wolves' opponents in
that memorable series of Noodlid
friendlies in the mdd. 1950, But in faci
thedr comnection with English facihall
goes back much farther.

Like Arsenal rthey establlshed
themselves as ome of the |eading
domestic powers in the 19308 = winn-
ing the Leagus and Cap double in 1938

and 19379 — amd. like Arsenal in
England they were the first Sovied side
to copy Herbert Chapman's stopper
cendre-hall daciics,

Since the war Spartak have inclsd-
o many of the Soviet Undon's finest
players. kgor Metio, a beft:-half of poswer
and akill, ingpired the Soviets’ Odym-

phes victory in Melbousne in 1956 amd
Mikita Simonyan was for years ihe
Soviet League's all-time record top-
searer wilh 179 gaals.

Spartak were formed in 1922 bt
ook thelr present mama only in 1936,
They are backed by a large trades
union and inclede among their players
men wha will later take wp posis as
teachers, hospital stall and civil ser-
wanis.

The cleb s alko a mubisporis
arganisation, wilth sections formed in
many cliles across the lengih and
breadih of the Sovled Undon. Basked-
beall and cheess are just fwo of the most
popular of the “other’ spons controlled
by the Spartak organisation.

Impontant hame matehes are plaged
Im the 10ZMM-capacity (all-seaber)
Lenin Sisdium, which was re-named
the Qlyemple Seadiam afeer the 1980
Games in Moscow,

For all but the biggest matches,
heowrewer, sections of the stadivm are
cordoned off to help maintain croud
conired. That cam have it disadvan-
tages.

Limodficial reports  beaking out of
Mosicow a year ago sald that 70 lans
had been killed and more than 150
hurt im & crowd disasier afier fhe
Spariak-Haarlemn UEFA Cup-tie. If ihe
lang had been spresd more thinky
round the grousd, the f(aal crush
would mever have taken plsce . . .

Spariak were relegated for the fiest
timee in their history in 1976, But they
quickly recovered and now cound some
of the finesi players in Sovidl soccer
among thelr stars — including carrent
Footballer of the Year Remat Dassagey
Im gaal.

The credit for masterminding the
revival b8 wintually all dus to the
manager, BZ-year-ald Honstantin
Heskow.

He has been & busy man over the
lasi lew years lor he held on o his job
with Spartak while simultanecusly
quiding the Soviet Union’s 1982 World
Cup campadgn. {They were eliminated
in the second roend in Spain.)

Beskov earned his orlginal lame as a
member of ihe Moscow Dynamo team
who made such an impression in Bri-
taln on their famous visit immediabely
afier the last war,

‘After retiring with a domestc career
record of 127 League and Cup goals —
placing him 13th in the overall Soviet
scoring charis = Beskow lurned fo
cnudi.zmwllh greal seccess, o the
earhy 1 i was finst appoinied na-
tlonal manager, and was in charge of
thie team beaten just 21 by hoats
Spain in the Final of the 1964 Eure-
peean Mations” Champlanghip.

Even though Beskov had osiginally
been a Dyname player, old loyalides
meant for nothing when Spaniak need:
ed & new manager in the mid:1970s.
Spartak had just been relegated for ihe
firat time ever and it was belt thai only
Beskov had the necessary eaperience
= and respect = o resorgankse them
and tarm them round quickly.

In his first seasen they won promo-
tion and, in 1978, then won the League
Championship, The following spring
thisy were sven into the quarter-finals
of the Champions” Cup — a revival
which eamed the matonal
team recall,

Waorking in close harmony with Ky
coach Valeri Lobanowky (mow na-
tiomal boss himsell) and Thilisi's Nodar
Akhalkatsl, Beskow produced ome of
ithe finesi Soviel sides for & komg tme,
But in Spain thai promise melied
FT T

Later it was alleged that Beskov had
1o many aides, all trying 1o impose
thedr own Ideas. He was, however, the
man who carried the can, Thal may
have been a reliel, Fired as national
boss he could safely retiern to his work
at Spaniak.

Beskow g a wery democradic man
Ome novel touch he has browsght 1o
team management consisis of fre-
guintly mking his players each 1o
write down the Hpewp hey would
choose.

Whelher be 1akées amy noblce s
another mabier!

THE PLAYERS

RENAT DASSAYEVY, Goalkeeper. Ag-
wd 26/36 capu, Born af Astrakhan on
i9th July 1957. 6ft Lin and 11s2 9k,
Micknamed the “New Lev Yashin' and
one of the finest goalkespers in the
world, K goal for the Soviet team
whio fnlshed third in the 1980 Mascow
Olympécs and was then vabed 1980
Foolaller of the Year. With anly two
goals conceded he was lop goalkeeper
im the Ewropean qualifiers for the 1982
Waorld Cup, and went on o enhance
his reputation in the Finals in Spain,
Made his sendor international debut in
a 1.0 win over Easi Germany in
Seplember 1979, Dassayew, who
tergan as a cemtresforwand. was hand-
#d & ihree-maich bam during the sum-
mer for forgetting o turn up o e sups
porters’ presentation ceremomy! b the
current Fooiballer of the Year.

ALEXANDER MIKHAILICHEVY, Geal-
keeper. Aged 18 — promoded this
season bom the Spartak Youth sec-

(ET
GEMMADI TSVETHOV, Gaalkesper,

e ————— e

Aged 21. Promoted 1o fArst Reserve
after the transber Last winter of Aleksel
Prudnikew.

ALEXANDER MIRZOYAMN. Delender.
Aged 3271 cap. Veteran of the shde,
Bogn in Armenia, bat & ose-cleh man
with Spantak, A steady defender and a
star performer from the penaliy spod.
GENNADY MOROEON. Defender.
Aged 21, A Spartak Youlh product
whio forced his way inlo the Brsl team
I8 months age. A reliable defemder
wh is very good in the air and uses his
ability 1o go larward for sed pleces and
O,

CLEG ROMANTSEV. Full-back. Aged
12 caps. A member of the Sovdet
19682 World Cup sguad, though he
didn’t play in Spain. In fact the last
timir hee appeared in the national team
was im oo -1 drow with Argentina in
Mor del Plada, in December 1980, &
miémber of the Soviei squad who
limished chird in the Moscow CAlympics
earlier that year. Has gualified as &
lecturer in physical education.
VADNM SOCHNOW. Defender. Aged
28, A former striker who was con-
verted 1o Fight-back with greal success
by manager Honstantn Beskow, Saill
remembers enosgh about the altack-
g qame, however, o provide some
dangerous eromses for his fBorwards,
ALEXANDER HAIMOV. Dielender.

Aged 19.

VLADNMIE KOROLEY. Defender. Ag-
ed 1B, Youwth prodect.

EDUARLD MILESHEIN. Dvlemsder. Ag-
ed 23, Owistanding in the first round,
second keg against HIK in Helsinki.
SERGEI TISHIN, Defender, Aged 30,
%HGET SHULIGIN, Defender. Aged
EMGAR GESS. Midfield. Aged 291
cap. Came o Moscaw frae thie Dicike-
kmown republic of Tadehik amd is
anather teacher off the plich. Began
as an ornthodox oulside-right Bt has
moved kack in the past year following
a clear-oul of a bot of oldes Flml‘.. A
member of the Sovel sguad who
finighed third in the 1980 (Hympics.
BORIS POZDNYARKOV, Mid-
fleld /' Central defence, Aged 21, Gain-
wd his ogiginal opporiunity earlier in
1982 when Spariak’s World Cup
hopehls were freguenthy away on duty
with the national squad. His play has
madured guickly, for he was at firs
heavily eriticised lor irng bo dribble
past ong player oo mamy.

FYODR CHERENKOA . Midfield/ a1-
tack. Barn Brd May 1959, Aged 24717
caps. Stamds 30 BY%in and aeights
11sf 5, Cherenkov was a member of
the third:placed Soviet team at the
Maoscow (Hympics, having been glheen
his chance by Komtantin Beshow, his
club boss. Cherenkov made his senlor
diebaat inothe 10 defear by Groece in the

Evrapean Champioaship In
Sepiember 1979 — the defeat which
eliminated the Soviets. Cherenkov
gained revenge however by scoring
onie of the goals with which the Sostet
Union beal Greece in oa friendly in
March 1982, Surprisingly omitted
from the T98E Waorld Cup squad, biat
e has been a regular since then, play-
feg it Pecent 2400 wdn over Poland
which virtually assured the Sowiet
Union & place in the Ewopgesn Cham.
pionship Finals next year.

EDI.rH.HEJ HUZMETSOAS,

WVALE F.] GLADILIN. Midfield. Aged
2. Scored a vital goal when ke grabls-
ed the secand in Spanak's 2-0 win over
HJK Helslnki in Maogeow in the UEFA
Cup  first rousd, first leg. Gladilin
scored just tao minates from gime.
SERGEI MIKITIMN. Midfield, Aged £3.
YURI ROMANOVY, Midhield, Aged 18,
YURI GAVRILOV. Anack. Aged
30727 caps. Made his imternaticnal
debut im & 1-0 win over East Germaey
in September 1979, A member of the
third-placed Sosdet Olympic side a
wear Later. Ganvrilow played in all the
Sosdei Unbor's fve matches in the
Finals af the 1982 World Cup but was
thien discanded by new manager Valeri
Lobanoveky. His recall came in the re-
cent 20 victory ower Polasd s rhe
Eurppean Championship. Gavrilov
was aecond topscorer in the Leages
last season with 21 goals and s the
current sesson’s top markiman with
18, A1 rhe end of August one goal ina
20 away win over Torpedo Kuladsi
lifted Gavrilow among the elite to have
scored 100 goals in the Soviet Firgt
Division. A farther demonstration of
his ability camie when e seoned four of
Spartak’s five goals in dhe ihrashing of
HJK in Helsinki in ithe UEFA Cup frst
round retarm. Two were penaltes,
SERGEl RODIONOV, Atnack, Aged
3178 capa. lmportant & the Spanak
scheme of things for ftaking some of
the sttacking pressure off Gavrilow,
Radieney mads his infernatbonal debui
as a subsiibute in the Soviei’s” 4=1 win
over Hungary in Aumgust 1980 4
miember of the 1980 hicd-placesd
Olymplcs squad, and aof the 1982
Warld Cup squad,

SERGEl SHVETSOV. Attack. Aged
2371 cap. Mode his imernational
debut as & substitute in the 1-1 draw
wilh Argentina in Mar del Plata in
December 1980, Lost his place with
Spartak then, only 1o regain in lase
season. Prefers 1o ansck down the

Miiddield.

wings,

MIKHAIL DUBINIM. Attack. Aged 25.
OLEG SMIRNOV. Adtack. Aged 19,
GEMNADY KHRUSTALEY. Anack.
Aged 1%,

SERGEl ARGUDYEY, Auack. Aged
H), Seored the first goal against HJK
of Finlamd in Spartak’s 2.0 home leg
viciong.

MIKHAIL RUSSYEV. Arack, Mged



GOALSCORERS

RESULTS - ATTENDANCES - APPEARANCES -

ATTENMDAMNCES AND DIVISION ONE TABLE 1383-84
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Alan Curbishley has a tourlst's eye wvislon of
Moscow. Red Square. The Kremlin, The magnifi-
cent Olympic setting of the Lenin Stadiom, But
not the memory he wanted to take home from a
four-day working visit to the Soviet capital.

A 3,500-mile round trip which began with high ex-
pectation, when the Ja Ajrlines Jumbo touched
down at Sheremetyero Alrport, turned into a wasted
Journey less than 24 hours after Villa's arrival.

An innecent-looking tumble in the first practice ses-
sion put him out of the match with Moscow Spartak.
‘It was my first injury for o years — and what a time
for it 1o happen,” he said disconsolately,

‘We had been training for only 15 minutes when |
went inte a tackle with Colin Gibson, When | went
down, my shoulder jarred on the ground, and when |
got up to chase back, | felt a pain In my neck, “0h,
nol™ | sald 1o myself, “Fve gone and cricked my neck,

*li was hurting me all the time we were in Moscow,
yet, usually, that's the type of thing that is gone in two
days, Even a week later, it was still ihere and | was
under treatment right up 1o the Porismouth match,

It seemed rdiculous that such a silly Injury cowld
keep me out for two or three games, and with ihe com-
peetition we hawve for pla.-l;nl in midfield, | didn't know
what damage it had done,’

Injuries, in fact, have been decisive in the struggle
lor the Mo, 7 shint since Alan made the short move
from Blues last March. “When | came here, | accepted
that | was a squad plager,” he says. "It was a bit of luck
fromm my point of view that Des Bremner was injured. |
managed to get in and siay in for the lasi half-a-docen
games last season,

"At the start of this season, we had hall a game each
in the firsi two matches and then Des was injured
again. This time it was the other way round. | got In-
jured and Des was back, But that's the way football is,
It's all about having competition, and if Des or mysell
were guaranteed to come back, there would be no
caompetition,

‘When Gordon Cowans and Gary Shaw are i

ain, ihe rivalry for places will be unbelievable, In

idfield, there will be at least seven of us looking for
three places, and apan [rom woung Paul Birch, six of
us have played a kot of first-team football,

“Thait's whai the manager wanied and that's what
he has got. [1's also why Villa have done so well in re-
cent years, When | was at 51 Andrews, | looked across
the city and saw how Ren Saonders boughi players
jusi for the d. Teny Barten has done ihe same
and now | would say that only Manchester United and
Spurs have as much strengih in depih.

I kmew whast thie score was when Mr Barton came in
for me, The main thing that influenced me was that at
West Ham and then at Hirmln.ghnm. | was in sides
which struggled in the First Division for one resson or
another.

“daining Villa was the first time | was certain | would

be in a squad which was not going to struggle. That
makes a ot of difference, and me, it was worth the
mbli of leaving a first-team spot and coming over to
illa, knowing that | would have to Aght for a place.

It has abio meant a change of role for the former
England Under-21 international. He prefers to play in
ihe centre of midield, where he believes he can best
use his sirength in passing, but he u.-lll.lnq:y accephed
ihe resirictions of playing wide on the righi.

COine lesson that he has learned is the scale of Des
Bremner's contribution to the side in that position, °l
don't think he has ever been given enough credit for
what he has done for the team,’ says Alan, "Villa tend
io atiack down the left side, with Colin Gibson :pl.:!hl
forward 1o link up with either Tony Morley or Ma
Walters on the wing.

“The right side is not usually invoelved in o much at-
tacking, but that doesn't make the job any less impor-
tant, Quite often, Des (or mysell) and Willams
will be faced by three people = the lefi-back, the left-
midfield man and the left-siviker. And it's up to us to
hald them wp.

"“What invariably happens if our aftack breaks doun
on the left is that Gary Williams has moved across to
cover the centre-hall and the right-midfield player can
end up playing at right-back until we re-organise.

I v s thee . "8 hard 1o get up the eld and
have a go at goal. That's probably why Des hasa't
scored too many goals for Villa, but | hope the fans
understand what he has done for the side, | can tell
you this . ., . when Ron Saunders came over to Birm-
ingham and started to apply similar methods, | realis-
cdsnruightuuw ihai Des's role was a major actor for
Villa's success,

A lot of work goes unnoticed in that position. |
know now how hard it is to play there, And 'm not try-
ing to Datter mysell, The main point ks that I'm happy
o play ampwhere to be in the side,

I'm lucky to have come into a good team, and | am
absolutely certain that Villa will remain among the top
clubs for a long time to come. We are not lacking in
experience, bul we have quite a few young players and
we can only go from |Irrnglh to :l:rnrlglh.'

Alan was atiracted by the idea of playing in Europe
when he joined Villa. His first opportunity came in the
LIEFA Cup-tie against Vitoria Guimaraes, and he uses
that as a guide o the side’s capacity to learn.

It was a new experience for some of us, There was &
big crowd, a bad pitch and other things like that, We
didn'i play at all well in losing ihe flrst match, but our
form at home reitieved the siluation combortably.

"Going to Hussia, the side adapied a lot better. The
performance there was 10 times better than in Por-
tugal, And everyone knew it had o be, Spartak are a
good side, and in the team talk, we mentioned that we
can't keep relying on our home record, Every shde,
even Li . has o |:|J|:|-u;|1 al sometime, and we
knew that Spartak wouldn't let us take any liberties if
wr had to come from behind at home,

*The tie sn't settled yet, but we have given oursehees
a good base 1o work from with the draw in Moscow,'

® PERSONAL NOTE: Alan, whoe reaches his 26th
birthday next Tuesday, and his wife, Carol, were
married this summer and they live In the Sallhall
home which Alan established during his time with
Blues. They met In London six years agoe when
Alan was ng for West Ham.

MIKE BEDDOW




® There were grannles, mums
and dads and kids cheering.
There were well-heeled
businessmen, who cut short
their day at the office and fac-
tory workers who clocked ofi
before the hooter sounded.

And they all voted ihe satellite
beaming of Villa's majestic
Moscow performance a hit as they
raised the rafers of the club's
space age Leisure Centre,

It was quite a night there as the
team's every move was chesred
against Moscow Spartak thanks
te¢ the miracle of modern
technology. A packed Leisure
Centre, with 2,500 people, was
tumed intoe an indoor Holte End for
the night.

And joining all those YVilla
(anatics was a couple of the sars
left behind to recover from injury,
Gorden Cowans and Gary Shaw
joined Youth team coach Bran
Little on a panel chalred by
Beacon Radic sports editor Pai
Foley, g

Brian also joined Radio WM's
Paul Franks during the first-half o
comment on the action and, after
the interval, David Wigley, who
was In Moscow, was on the line (o

S S S S

Fal Foley talks to Gandoen
Cowans and Gary Shaw,

provide on the spol commentary
with comments from David Hore-
ridge of the ‘Dalily Mirrar',

But there were few words need-
ed as that hall exploded into pe-
tion. The first few shouts of en-
couragement were just dying awany
as Colln Gibson siarted his run on
the lefi.

A rumble ol anticipation grl'mlltd.
through the hall. Then, just when
it looked as though he was going
to cross, he diddled the Hussian
international . keeper with that
magnificently placed shot, low ai
the near post.

That rumble burst inie the
lpudest eardrum-bursting whoop
of joy that must have been heard
in Sutton, Even some hard nosed
reporters leapd to their feet to ap-

plaad it

And one woman was so carried
away by it that she raced o the
front of the hall and fell to her
knees in adulation in front of the
glant colour screen, and blew
kisses clean across Europe right 1o
the very doorstep of the Kremlin,

But if we thought that was
something special we were in for a
surprise. The mood was really
bouyant. Mobody could see the
team, playing so well and in such
an assured fashlon, lose out afler
that super strike.

The crowd, bigger than some
Fourth Diwvision club gates for
their matches, cheered and
chanted. “Villa Villa,” and “Cham-
pions” thundered out . . . for five
minutes,

Then the accomplished Russian
side hit back as a corner came
over and suddenly the ball was in
the back of the Villa net. Silence!

The Ledsure Centre was stunned.
The defence, which was coping
with a bit in hand with everything
the Russlans could throw at them,
looked at each other in disbelief.,

If they could have heard the
backing from Birmingham though
it would have lifted them. For the

Central TV |
mioniion.

lem (vom ihae

Tony Stephens ||rni.-hlﬂ the
cabaret — cossack danclng
with cups of teal

atmosphere was electric as the
Lelsure Cenire got right behind
their team and roared them on.

li was as il the satellite had
taken us Into an even more ad-
vanced age and picked wp that
swell of nodse. For the players
seemed to be responding to the cry
of batile from Brum.

The men ai the back were stead-
fast. The midiield powered for-
ward, Tony Hurlr!.r :pl'll'ﬂt!d on the
left, Peter Withe snarled like &
wounded llon and Mark Walters
appeared to be everywhere as the
Russians chased his elushve twists,
turns and tricks.

There was something In the air.
You could sense the mood at the
Lelsure Cenire. Expectancy, a
never-gay-die spirit. Call 1# what
you like, but the fact remains that
it was po surprise when & second
Villa goal lit up the night and
warmed the chill Russian air with
the sheer breathtaking breadih of
lis brilliance.

There was Walters taking a pass
out on the right with his back to
goal. We gn:pl'd at his skill and
hig eheek ms he ficked the ball
raund and left the Russian leoking
as mobile a8 a Kremlln sentry
stood still ai attention.

That got & mighty roar of ap-
proval. But when Mark cul across
the box and then curled the ball in-
to the top cormer of the net the
sound barrier musi have been
broken. Surely they heard that
shout in Moscow without the aid of
high level satellite communlca-
Hioans,

Strangers embraced each other
and others danced in the aisles.
Others simply sat shaking their
head in disbeliel. i was such a
goal that It was hard 1o believe it
possible.

But there it was in full colour
and in slow moticn action 'rlp!ur!.r.
Each time it was flashed up on the
screen o e reslived it seemed
even more incredible that such a
plece of skill had been conjured up
10 hit such a goal.

That certainly took the wind oul
of the Russlan salls. After wonder-
ful Waliers siruck they looked
dumbfounded and dejecied. But
you've got to be tough 1o survive a
RHussian winter and back they
came as the minutes ticked away.

The fans kept lecking at their
watches as time ran out. Mow it
was lke being In the nervous
ninetles and then there was only a
low buzz threughout the hall.

That buzrz turmed into an angry
howl as Brendan Ormsby moved
In to make a tackle with seconds
left and the Russian fell inside the
box. The referee pointed to the
spot and they egualised and then
the game was over as the fans sthll
'r.pg-el;l.

However, they were soon back
on form as they headed for the ex-
its talking about those two great
goals. That's when commercial
manager Tony Stephens breathed
a hugpe sigh of relief,

Tony had masterminded the
whole gxiravaganza and
everything had gone according to
plan. It was a rip-roaring success.

Gerald Harrds and the satellite
PrOgramme.

An hour te go belore Kck-off.

Fans gueus lor iche® sutside the Lelsure Centre.

T_I;t ‘dish” that received the
satelline grownd,

Villa take the lead!




